
 

 

 

 

 

January 2016 

Dear Parent/Carer  

As you may be aware, the Government introduced a new National Curriculum in September 2014. As a 

result, we have been carefully monitoring our own curriculum and ensuring that it is still the best model 

for our children.  

As a school, we feel that the model of whole-school themes, which was introduced in 2012, has been a 

wonderful tool in raising standards and igniting the children’s passion for learning. However, the new 

National Curriculum is structured in such a way that makes it quite difficult for teachers to cover all 

the statutory elements under one common theme. Therefore, teachers are increasingly having to move 

away from the theme in order to teach the children everything they need to know.  

In light of this, we have made the decision to move away from the whole-school theme approach to 

learning and we have invested in the Cornerstones Curriculum, a nationally recognised curriculum model 

which shares the same values and passion for learning as the school.  

This model is highly creative and allows the children to learn under themes which are specific to their 

year group. Just as before, each theme will start with a memorable experience to ignite curiosity and 

engage the children with their learning. The model allows all subjects to be linked more closely to the 

theme and therefore children’s key skills in the foundation subjects should improve. There are nine 

possible themes available to be studied by each year group over six terms and we plan to involve the 

children each year in deciding what their year group will be learning.  

We are also hoping that this model will lead to improvements to the school’s homework policy as each 

theme suggests age-appropriate homework tasks, similar to those currently set, but designed 

specifically for the child’s age and ability. We will continue to review the school’s homework policy 

under the new model. Open afternoons will still take place regularly, but the work displayed will be 

across a range of themes, rather than just one.  

Full information regarding our new model will be added soon to our website but, for now, please find 

overleaf an overview of the themes that your child will be studying for the remainder of the year. 

Please note, the whole-school themes that were previously circulated will now not be taking place.  

We are extremely excited about our new Curriculum model as we know that it is going to carry on the 

exciting work that was started by the whole-school themes.  

If you have any questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact me 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr J Howard 

Deputy Headteacher 

 



 

 

Themes for Term 3: 

Year 

Group 

Theme Overview 

R Are We There Yet? Year R will be exploring journeys and modes of transport. I 

wonder where their learning will take them. Maybe even back 

in time… 

1 Dinosaur Planet Watch out everyone! Dinosaurs are on the prowl. Year 1 will 

become palaeontologists and finding out how these beasts lived 

years ago. They will even be creating a dinosaur museum. Be 

brave Year 1! 

2 Land Ahoy! Yo Ho Ho and a Bottle of Rum! Get your ‘sea legs’ ready Year 2 

- you are off to sail the world like Captain Cook. You will learn 

about famous voyages and maybe even design your own ship to 

sail the Seven Seas! 

3 Scrumdiddlyumptious Year 3 will be working up an appetite learning all about food 

this term! If you are what you eat, what does that make you? 

They will also be getting busy in the kitchen.  

4 Potions Calling all Scientists! There are some amazing potions out 

there that need to be explored. You will be using what you 

learn about potions to create some of your own!  

5 Alchemy Island It’s time to suspend your disbelief and open your mind as Year 

5 take a magical trip to the imaginary land of Alchemy Island. 

They will be studying maps and working together to solve the 

problems faced in this mystical land. Don’t forget to share the 

treasure!! 

6 Frozen Kingdom Welcome to the Planet’s coldest lands… beautiful yes, but also 

deadly. Take shelter from the elements or fall prey to icy 

winds and deadly chills. Wrap up warm everyone, you’re off to 

explore the coldest ends of the Earth!  

 

Themes for the remainder of the year: 

Year Group Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

R Will You Read Me A 

Story? 

Do You Want to be 

Friends? 

Who Lives in a Rock Pool? 

1 Paws, Claws and Whiskers Superheroes Rio 

2 Towers , Tunnels and 

Turrets 

Beach Combers Muck, Mess and Mixtures 

3 Gods and Mortals Tribal Tales Flow 

4 Blue Abyss Misty Mountain Sierra Road Trip USA! 

5 Star Gazers Scream Machine Off With Her Head 

6 ID Darwin Delights Gallery Rebels 

 


