
 

 

 

 

School Closure Learning Planner 

 

Class: Nursery  

Week beginning: 20th April 2020  

A message from my teacher: 

Hello Gruffalos, Elmers, Rainbow Fish, Hungry Caterpillars and Handa’s Surprise,  

 

We hope you had a lovely Easter with your family, keeping safe and healthy. We are missing you all lots but we are really enjoying seeing your updates 

from the last four weeks on Tapestry and Twitter!  

 

Our Theme this term is ‘How many colours in a rainbow?’ We have set you some exciting activities so you can play, explore, be active, creative and 

most importantly talk to your adult about your learning. Please don’t forget to share your learning on Tapestry and Twitter. Parents please use the 

resources list and parent guidance section to help you and if you need any help regarding the activities you can contact us on Tapestry.  

 

Just remember that this year our ‘one word’ is #smile, so continue to smile like the little rays of sunshine you are and we will hopefully see you soon! 

 

Mrs Austin, Mrs Tomlin, Mrs Philo, Miss Payne, Mrs Alford, Miss Watton and Miss May 

 

Subject: Links to 

Development 

Matters: 

Activity: Parental guidance: Key resources: 

Personal Social  

and Emotional 

Development 

(Prime Area) 

Can express their 

own feelings such 

as sad, happy, 

cross, scared, 

worried. 

Show children an image of a rainbow. Talk to them about 

their favourite colour. Why do they like this colour? What 

does it remind them of? You might also want to talk to them 

about their least favourite colour. 

You can ask children to pull a face if they were 

happy. What colour most reminds them of being 

happy? You can repeat this activity with the colours 

for sad, cross, scared and worried. 

An image of a rainbow 

 



Physical 

Development 

(Prime Area) 

Moves freely and 

with pleasure and 

confidence in a 

range of ways, 

such as 

slithering, 

shuffling, rolling, 

crawling, walking, 

running, jumping, 

skipping, sliding 

and hopping. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAT5NiWHFIU 

 

We’re going on a bear hunt – A cosmic Kids Yoga Adventure 

Watch the youtube video and imitate the moves. 

Encourage children to take part and move in range of 

ways such as walking, jumping and rolling. 

Can they tell you the effect yoga has on their body? 

https://www.youtube.c

om/watch?v=KAT5Ni

WHFIU 

 

Communication and 

Language 

(Prime Area) 

 

Responds to 

simple 

instructions. 

Give me… 

Place a row of different coloured objects on a tabletop. 

Fruit, toy cars, teddy bears or coloured beanbags are 

suitable. Ask the children to say what colour the objects 

are, identifying them by pointing.  

Once the children are familiar with the objects and 

the colours, give instructions such as ‘Patrick, give 

me a yellow car’ and ‘Adam, give me a red fruit and a 

green fruit’. You can vary the complexity of your 

instructions depending on the age and ability of the 

children.  

Different coloured 

items from around the 

house (suitable for 

children to hold).  

Understanding the 

World 

(Specific Area) 

 

Remembers and 

talks about 

significant events 

in their own 

experience. 

 

Weather  

Set up your own weather station by a window with 

binoculars. Talk to children about the weather. If it is 

raining ask the children what we might need to wear and if 

it was a sunny day what they might wear. Have a selection 

of items on the floor like sunglasses, coat, scarf, hat, 

umbrella, sun tan lotion etc. Ask the children what their 

teddy might need if they were going out on a sunny, rainy 

or cold day.  

Talk to children about the weather for this time of 

the year and maybe remind them of what the 

weather was like at Christmas.  

 

You can watch a weather report and talk about what 

the different symbols mean. 

Items you wear 

outside or for 

different weather: 

hats, scarves, gloves, 

coat, t-shirt, umbrella, 

shorts, sunglasses etc.  

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

(Specific Area) 

Experiments with 

blocks, colours 

and marks. 

Explores colour 

and how colours 

can be changed. 

 

 

 

Things the children could do 

• Name different colours. 

• Mix paint using a range of tools. 

• Explain what happens as colours mix. 

• Mix paint using their hands and feet. 

• Make marks using pens and paper or sticks and mud 

• Work together to create big art. 

Allow the children to take their shoes and socks off to mix 

the paint using their feet. Remember to take plenty of 

photographs to record the children’s play.  

If you don’t have any paint to hand, do not fear! You 

can give the children paper and crayons or pencils to 

create a colourful picture – maybe a rainbow. You 

could even allow them to make marks in the mud 

using sticks! 

• paints, pens or 

pencils  in primary 

colours 

• rolls or pieces of 

white paper 

• brushes, sponges, 

rollers and watering 

cans  

• hose pipe (to clean up 

afterwards) 

• towels and wipes 

Literacy 

(Specific Area) 

 

Listens to stories 

with increasing 

Planting a rainbow.   For example, when they hear ‘We have some red 

flowers’ they hold the red object. Re-listen to the 

story to help the children improve their response. 

https://youtu.be/sti3P

XBeVag 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAT5NiWHFIU
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attention and 

recall. 

Share the story Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert. (Follow 

the youtube link).  

 

Before reading, lay some coloured objects in front of your 

child and ask them to show you the correct colour when 

they hear it being read out.  

Mathematics 

(Specific Area) 

 

Beginning to 

categorise 

objects according 

to properties 

Washing Line  

Set up a washing line and provide a basket of coloured 

socks and easy-grip pegs. Can the children peg the socks on 

the line in matching pairs? 

 

Possible questions to ask: 

How many socks are in a pair? 

How do you know the socks are pair? 

Socks  

Pegs 

Washing line 

Phonics 1  Uses language as 

a powerful means 

of widening 

contacts, sharing 

feelings, 

experiences and 

thoughts. 

Sound Starter 

Click any of the bubbles to hear a random sound. Some are 

real sounds and others are funny sound effects.  

 

Some start off quietly and gradually get louder, some are 

long and some are short so there's lot’s to talk about. 

Click on a bubble at random to hear different sound 

effects. Ask the children to attempt to imitate the 

sound with their voices. Ask the children to try to 

describe the sound. Gradually introduce new words 

for describing sounds. E.g. loud, quiet, slow, fast, 

long, short, fierce, rough, squeaky, smooth, bumpy, 

high, low, wobbly. It can help children to become 

familiar with these words if you accompany them 

with actions and/or pictures (e.g. squeaky - use 

fingers to make mouse whiskers; wobbly - shake all 

over like jelly). You may want to begin by giving the 

children a choice of words - was that sound loud or 

quiet / rough or smooth etc.  

 

https://new.phonicspla

y.co.uk/resources/pha

se/1/sound-starters  

Phonics 2 Recognises and 

responds to many 

familiar sounds 

 

 

Listening game.   

Discuss what makes a good listener. Sit in your garden or 

open a window and listen. What can they hear? Set a timer 

for 2 minutes (Can decrease/increase time if needed). 

Make a note of what they hear.  

When the time’s up reflect on what they heard. 

What can they remember? Did they hear any 

loud/quiet sounds? 

A space outside 

Phonics 3 Understands 

‘who’, ‘what’, 

‘where’ in simple 

questions. 

Describe it and find it    

Using feely bag of animals/vehicles/items of clothing ask 

the children what they think is inside.  

Ask your child questions such as, How do you know? 

Can you see it? Then give clues – it has four legs, it 

can fly etc. 

Bag to hide objects 

Items to hide  

Phonics 4 Shows interest in 

play with sounds, 

songs and 

rhymes. 

Drum Outdoors     

Each child to have a beater (This could be a wooden spoon). 

Explain to them that they are going outside to find out 

Can they find a different way of making a sound with 

the beater? Ask the children if they can tap in 

different ways such as, slow, fast, quiet and loud. 

Wooden spoon 

 

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/1/sound-starters
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what all the different objects outside sound like when they 

tap them.  

 

Other possible activities: 

 

 
Why not try recreating these pictures? 

 

Everyday things to do: 

Talking about the weather, the date and day. 

Getting dressed. Can they get dressed all by themselves? 

Helping prepare breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Play! It’s really important for your child to have fun and play. 

Counting. Encourage your child to count. Can they count going up the stairs, down the stairs? 

Tidying up! All of your children are very good at tidying up so make sure they are helping to do this at 

home as well. Here’s a link to our count down mission impossible music! https://youtu.be/K4Ik18QswHo 

 

https://youtu.be/K4Ik18QswHo

