
 

 

 

 

School Closure Learning Planner – The Gingerbread Man  

 

Class: Silver and Gold  

Week beginning: 27th April 2020  

A message from my teachers: 

Hello Year R!  

Wow! We were so impressed with how many of you have completed some of the learning challenges we planned for last week about Goldilocks and the three bears. We really enjoy 

seeing what you are doing at home with your families. Don’t forget to get out in the garden have fun and keep yourself physically active too. This week we are going to focus on the 

story of The Gingerbread Man and most of our learning activities are based around this story as well as adding some specific Maths and Phonics lessons.  Please send us examples of 

your work on Twitter, Tapestry or your parents can send them to our class email addresses: silver@queenborough.kent.sch.uk / gold@queenborough.kent.sch.uk 

Please use the resources suggested to help you with your learning this week and we look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Mrs Glass, Mrs Heckley Smith and Miss O’Connor  

 

Subject: Activity: Parental guidance: Key resources: 

Monday 27th April 2020 

Communication, 

Language and 

Literacy 

 

Physical 

Development  

 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design  

 

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 enjoy reading/listening to a familiar story, using vocabulary from the story.  

 create a simple pictures of the character in the story. 

 hear and record sounds in words to try to write simple words and sentences.   

 form recognisable letters, holding a pencil effectively.  

Watch the Gingerbread Man  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pckuS--UlV4 
OR  

Read a version of the story that you might have at home or listen to one 

of the adults reading the story on Tapestry.  

 

Can you tell an adult what happens at the beginning, in the middle and at 

the end of the story? Use pictures from the story or clips from the 

online story to help you think about the order different things happened 

in the story.  

You can support your child here by showing them some 

pictures from the story and asking them what 

happened. You can ask questions about the beginning, 

middle and end of the story. What did the old lady do? 

What happened when she opened the oven door? 

Where did the Gingerbread Man run to? Why did the 

other characters run after the Gingerbread Man?  

You could video your child and what they say for 

Tapestry. 

The Gingerbread Man story or 

the online version.  

 

Mathematical 

Development  

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 Count and order numbers to 10. 

 Count and show different ways to make 5 

mailto:silver@queenborough.kent.sch.uk
mailto:gold@queenborough.kent.sch.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pckuS--UlV4


  

This is the link to the book on 

You Tube, although you can do 

all of the activities without the 

book. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=VIxOrCXHLi8 

 

Egg box or ice cube tray, or 

simply cut out 10 circles of 

paper. 

 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design  

 

 

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 Help you follow a simple recipie using safe kitchen rules 

 Help measure ingridients  

 Use their creative skills  

 Have fun and enjoy eating your creations   

Design their own Gingerbread Man  

Can you follow a simple recipe to make and decorate your own 

gingerbread men? Careful, they may come alive just like the story.  

 

Can you help measure the right amount of ingredients? 

Can you remember what measuring means in baking? – The amount of 

something you need. 

Can you remember what safe kitchen rules there are? 

Are we using anything that could be dangerous, who do we need to help 

us with this? 

 

Could you turn this into a competition with others who live in your house, 

who can decorate the best gingerbread man?  

  

If you are unable to make your own Gingerbread men, could you design on 

paper and decorate shop bought ones/ginger nut biscuits.  

 

Let your child be as involved as possible with 

measuring, weighing and following your gingerbread 

recipe.  

If you don’t have a gingerbread man biscuit cutter, 

could you work as a team by folding a piece of card in 

half and cutting out a gingerbread shape out and using 

a knife to cut round, Can your child help to cut round 

them with a dinner knife/child’s knife.  

 

Allow your child to be as creative as possible when 

decorating their gingerbread men. If they have 

designed what they want their men to look like, how 

well can they follow the design?  

 

Most of all have fun!   

Simple recipe can be found here. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/gingerbread_
men_99096 

Baking supplies or shop bought 

gingerbread men 

Decorating supplies 

Icing, sprinkles, sweets, 

chocolate 

Oven/Utensils/measuring 

equipment  

Phone to document. 

 

 

Tuesday 28th April 2020 

Communication, 

Language and 

Literacy 

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 enjoy reading/listening to a familiar story, using vocabulary from the story.  

 draw simple pictures that can be used to retell the story of The Gingerbread Man.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIxOrCXHLi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIxOrCXHLi8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/gingerbread_men_99096
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/gingerbread_men_99096


Physical 

Development 

 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

Watch or read The Gingerbread Man again. Can you remember what 

happens? 

 

Can you draw your own story map?  Can you draw some mini pictures that 

will help you to retell the story of the Gingerbread Man?  When you have 

finished can you tell an adult your story? Maybe they could record it for 

Tapestry.   

Encourage the children to draw some simple pictures 

that tell us what happens in the story. 

 

 

Mathematical 

Development  

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 Estimate amounts from just looking at a group of objects (think about how we know what a 5 looks like on a dice without counting the spots) 

This activity should take place in your home. If you have a garden 

that would be perfect , but you can also collect items from around 

your own home, pasta shapes, lego, pencils, hairbands, coins 

paperclips, toys etc.

 

 
  

A basket or container and 

objects to sort and count. 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Development  

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 share and take turns to play a game 

 listen and pay attention  

 recognise the numbers on a die  

Play build a gingerbread man with your family. Find a dice for one of your 

other games. Each member of your family needs to take it in turn to roll 

the dice. They can draw each part of the  to make a gingerbread man – 

like build a beetle  

1 = head  

2 = body  

3 = leg 

4 = arm 

5 = eyes 

You might want to introduce some basic rules to this 

game e.g. you have to roll a 1 first and then a 2 before 

you can add any other body parts. Encourage your 

child to draw the body parts carefully, counting the 

spots on the dice or instantly recognising 

Paper / Home Learning Book  

Pencils  

Dice  



6 = buttons  

Wednesday 29th April 2020 

 
Communication, 

Language and 

Literacy 

 

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 create a simple picture of The Gingerbread Man  

 hear and record sounds in words to try to write simple words and sentences.   

 form recognisable letters, holding a pencil effectively. 

Can you draw a Gingerbread Man in your book?  

 

What did the Gingerbread Man say when he was running away from the 

different characters? Can you practice saying the phrase ‘Run, run as 

fast as you can, you can’t catch me I’m the Gingerbread Man?’  

Can you think of something else that the Gingerbread Man might have 

said? 

Encourage your child to use the correct colours to 

draw the Gingerbread Man. At the top of the page in 

their home learning book draw a speech bubble.  

Get your child to tell you what the Gingerbread Man 

says, saying each word slowly. Encourage them to use 

their sound mat to write each sound they can hear in 

the words using a finger space between each word. 

Remember to encourage your child to use a writing 

pencil for the writing.  

Home learning books 

Writing pencil  

Colouring pencil  

Sound mat 

 

Mathematical 

Development  

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 Look for shapes and numbers around your home and garden. 

Think about clocks, cooker displays, shapes in windows and doors etc. 

 
 

 

This should take place in your own home or garden. 

 

Tablet or phone or simply talk to 

each other and make a list of all 

that you can see. 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design  

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 Think of ideas of how the gingerbread man can cross the river safely  

 Use their choice of construction toys/materials to build their design 

 Test their idea/design 

How could the Gingerbread Man get across the river safely? Can 

you design a new way for the Gingerbread man to get to the other 

Ask your child what sort of thing they could use to make 

something for the gingerbread man,  

Your choice of construction 

toys/materials 



side of the river without being eaten?  

         

Could they use Lego, sweets and tooth picks, junk modelling, 

craft materials, lolly sticks, construction toys?  

Encourage them to be as creative as they like. 

 

Get them thinking about what would allow the gingerbread 

man to get across the water, a boat, crane, bridge, and 

catapult.  

 

Document your child making their invention/design.  

 

Is there a way they could test their idea out, does it work?  

Bowl/tray with water to test. 

 

 

Thursday 30th April 2020 

Communication, 

Language and 

Literacy 

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 enjoy reading/listening to a familiar story, using vocabulary from the story.  

 create a simple pictures of the characters in the story. 

 hear and record sounds in words to try to write simple words and sentences.   

 form recognisable letters, holding a pencil effectively. 

Watch The Gingerbread Man song 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65dEHYsxTGc  
What animals wanted to eat the Gingerbread Man? Can you make a list of 

the animals by drawing a picture and trying to write their names next to 

them? Remember to draw each picture underneath each other.  

Ask your child if they can remember what animals 

wanted to eat The Gingerbread Man from the story or 

the song.  You might want to draw a line next to their 

picture for them to try and label the name of the 

animal.  

 

 

Mathematical 

Development  

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 Count from one to any given number while timing an activity. 

 Count to 20 and try counting back again! 

Boiled eggs may be repalced with small potatoes, tomatoes or even 

pebbles! 

  

Spoons, eggs or something to 

balance. 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65dEHYsxTGc


Design 

 

Physical 

Development  

  

Understandin

g the world 

 Use their creativity and imagination to design and decorate their own giant gingerbread man. 

 Use their understanding of prior learning to recap body parts and learn parts in greater detail. 

Design your own life size gingerbread man. 

 

On a large piece of paper, the underside of 

wrapping paper or even with chalk in the 

garden, can you draw round someone in your 

house, or get someone to draw around you 

and decorate to make your very own life 

size gingerbread man. You could use craft 

supplies, paint, pencils, chalk or anything 

you have!  

 

Don’t forget to take a picture for tapestry! 

 

 

For this, you can just enjoy getting crafty with your 

child.  

Encourage them to think about their design, what 

colours they are using, can they make their 

gingerbread man symmetrical?  

Recap the word symmetrical- It means the same on 

both sides. In school we have shown this by folding 

things in half, cutting things and holding paper 

directly down the middle of objects and checking both 

sides, we’ve even experimented with mirrors.  

 

We have covered body parts in term 1, so this would 

be an excellent opportunity to engage your child in 

talk to recap body  parts, see how many they can 

remember, can they break body parts down further, 

Leg, thigh, knee, shin, calf, ankle, foot, toes etc. 

Large piece of paper 

Underside of wrapping paper, or 

even chalk on a pavement/patio 

in your garden.  

 

Craft and decorating supplies  

Pens/Pencils/Paint. 

 

You may want to tape down your 

piece of paper to make it easier 

for your child.  

Friday 1st May 2020 

 
Communication, 

Language and 

Literacy 

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 create a simple model of the Gingerbread Man  

 retell the story of The Gingerbread Man  

 use vocabulary and language from the story to retell their own version  

Can you make a gingerbread man using play dough? Can you try to retell 

the story of The Gingerbread Man using some of your toys? Maybe 

Barbie or Spiderman might like to run after the Gingerbread man. You 

could make a river on the floor using some blue water or pretend the 

grass outside is the river. Be as creative and fun as possible.  

Can you record your child’s new version of The 

Gingerbread Man for Tapestry? Can they use story 

language? E.g. Once upon a time. Can they remember 

the repeated phrase, run, run as fast as you can?  

Play dough – recipe on our Dough 

Disco leaflet.  

 

A selection of toys to be mew 

characters to make a new 

version of the story.  

 

Mathematical 

Development  

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 Talk about halving even numbers, talk about halving and doubling. 



 
 

Cooking ingredients and bun 

tins. 

I f this is not available use 

any objects from home to 

investigate sharing even 

numbers by halving. 

Understanding 

the world  

 
Communication, 

Language and 

Literacy 

 

Key Learning:  

Your child should to be able to: 

 Observe and talk about changes of the gingerbread in different substances over time. 

 Think about interesting words they could use to describe the gingerbread man before, during and after the experiment.  

Gingerbread Man Science Experiment  

Can you take a look at a gingerbread, what does it look like, feel like, 

smell like, and taste like?  

Can you think of some interesting words to describe a gingerbread man? 

 

Have four bowls each with a gingerbread man in.  

Using a cup to measure, pour half a cup of 

 Different liquids (Milk, Veg Oil, Vinegar, Water) over each gingerbread 

man. 

With a timer on your phone, time 20 minutes. Once 20 minutes has 

passed 

Observe what has happened to the biscuits, you could use a fork to poke 

the biscuit and see what happens. 

What words could we use to describe what is happening to the biscuit 

now?  

What does it look like, what does I feel like with a fork? 

We wouldn’t advise tasting the biscuits like you did at the beginning 

though. 

 

Can you cut out/draw two gingerbread men and record your Adjectives 

(describing words) on your gingerbread men, one for before and one for 

after. 

 

Great job super scientists!  

 

 

Support your child during this experiment, talk about 

how we are using our observational skills by looking 

and comparing (what’s different, what’s the same) 

 

Talk to your child about what they think might happen 

to the biscuits if we put them in different liquids? 

Do you think they will all end up the same?  

 

It’s great to get your child to predict things, it 

doesn’t matter if their prediction is wrong as they will 

learn through the experiment.  

 

Support your child in thinking of interesting words 

they could use to describe the biscuits and what’s 

happening.  

If the biscuit is sinking/ floating, ask them what it’s 

doing? What does that mean? 

 

Encourage your child to use their sound mat when 

recording their words. Say the word together three 

times. You could slow the word down to help them 

identify the sounds. It doesn’t matter if they spell it 

wrong, as long as the sound is right. 

 

Adjective/describing ideas before: Yummy, crunchy, 

brown, tasty, scrumptious, hard, crumbly. 

Gingerbread men/Ginger nut 

biscuits. 

 

Cooking oil 

Milk 

Vinegr  

Water 

Phone timer  

 

Paper, pens, pencil, soundmat. 

 
 



  

Adjective/describing ideas for after: Soft, squishy, 

broken, gooey, fluffy, gloopy, fatter, light, pale. 

 

Talk about the story, can they remember the 

Gingerbread man needed help crossing the river. Make 

the link and tell them that you’ve discovered what 

would have happened to the gingerbread man if he had 

fallen into the river. 

 
 

Phonics In Reception we have covered all sounds in Phase 2 (check the sound mats sent home-all orange sounds and are working through set 3). 

In Phase 2, letters and their sounds are introduced one at a time. A set of letters is taught each week, in the following sequence: 

Set 1: s, a, t, p 

Set 2: i, n, m, d 

Set 3: g, o, c, k 

Set 4: ck, e, u, r 

Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss 

As soon as each set of letters is introduced, children will be encouraged to use their knowledge of the letter sounds to blend and sound out words. 

In Phase 3 we have covered: 

Set 6: j, v, w, x 

Set 7: y, z, zz, qu 

Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng 

Vowel digraphs: ai, ee 

 

Vowel digraphs and trigraphs covered at home:  igh, oa 

Begin each phonics session by revisiting all sounds covered so far using sound mats and websites, look for songs on you tube and objects in your home. Then introduce 

the next set of sounds, take your time with the new sounds as they are trickier that the early one in set 2. 

Use the links in the resources section to help you introduce, recap and introduce the next set.      

The next set to introduce and cover are as followed:, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er. 

Even though there are 2 or three letters in each new phoneme only one sound is made. These are called digraphs (one sound made of two letters) and trigraphs (one 

sound made of three letters) 

Look at the letters and sounds website for more detail. 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-3.html 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-3.html


When these sounds are covered, we have completed all sounds needed. The next step is blending them to read and write. 

 

Phonics 1   

At home hold phoneme cards from all sounds so far or use the Mrs Glass link on Tapestry to revisit these sounds 

as the children say each sound and make actions. 

Revisit sounds in jolly phonics songs. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Phonics 2  

Introduce the digraph: oo (as in moon)  

Practise reading: 

too, boot, zoo, hoot, zoom, cool, food, root, moon, rooftop. 

Model using dots and dashes to identify the vowel digraph in the word oo, your children might remember how to 

do this. Put one dot under the phonemes that make one sound with one letter and a dash under the digraph that 

makes one sound with two letters. So boot would be dot/dash/dot 

Phonics 3   

Revisit oo from yesterday. Children to look at your mouth and make the mouth shape for oo. 

Practise writing oo using the Queenborough font on each other’s backs and in the air. 

Practise writing the oo digraph on a white board  or paper.  

Can the children come up and write an oo word? too, boot, zoo, hoot, zoom, cool, food, root, moon, rooftop. 
Phonics 4  

Talk about how the oo can be said in 2 different ways. ‘oo’ as in moon and ‘oo’ as in book. 

Introduce the digraph: oo (as in book)  

Practise reading: 

look, foot, cook, good, book, took, wood, wool, hook, hood. 

Model using dots and dashes to identify the vowel digraph in the word oo. 
Phonics 5 

Practise writing oo using the Queenborough font on each other’s backs and in the air. 

Practise writing the oo digraph on white boards or paper.  

Can the children come up and write an oo word? look, foot, cook, good, book, took, wood, wool, hook, hood. 



 

 

Other possible activities: 

 Can you make a gingerbread paper chain, talk about symmetry, ask if the paper chain symmetrical. 

 

 Use cake cases and sweets/chocolate buttons in a part/ part whole formation to perform simple subtraction of number 1- 20/10?  

              At the end, they get to have some of the sweets 

.  

Part/part whole – subtraction (explanation video) 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=subtracting+with+part+part+whole#kpvalbx=_KSJ-Xqr4ObTF8gLA3qjwDA36 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=subtracting+with+part+part+whole#kpvalbx=_KSJ-Xqr4ObTF8gLA3qjwDA36

