
 

 

 

 

 

School Closure Learning Planner 

 

Class: Year 6 – Ebony and Ivory 

Week beginning: 20th April 2020 

A message from my teacher: 

Hello Year 6!  
 
We have loved seeing what you have been getting up to at home over the past four weeks and been very impressed by the examples of work we have seen already. We 
hope you had lots of fun over the Easter Holidays, and made the most of spending time with family. 
 
This week’s learning is an introduction to Term 5’s theme, ‘Hola Mexico!’ This is one of our favourite themes and we are so sad that we don’t get to enjoy it in school with 
you. However, we are excited to see examples of your work on Twitter or sent to our class email addresses: ebony@queenborough.kent.sch.uk / 
ivory@queenborough.kent.sch.uk 
 
Please use the resources suggested to help you with your learning this week and we look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
Mrs Ash and Mrs Dewey 

 

Subject: Learning Objective: Activity: Guidance: Key resources: 

Reading 1 Discuss and 
evaluate how 
authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 
impact on the 
reader. 

Title: Desert Word Bank 
 
Read, ‘A Walk in the Desert’. Think about how the desert setting is 
presented in the story.  
 
In your red book, start a ‘Desert Word Bank’ by writing a list of 
descriptive words or phrases used by the writer. 

Find ‘A Walk in the Desert’ on the 
school website 

Reading lesson 1 PDF 

Reading 2 Discuss and 
evaluate how 
authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 

Read the first chapter of ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. Think about how the 
desert setting is presented in this story. Is it similar to yesterday’s story?  
 
In your red book, add to your ‘Desert Word Bank’ by adding a list of new 
descriptive words or phrases used by the writer. 

Find ‘Holes Chapter 1’ on the 
school website 

Reading lesson 2 
DOC 
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impact on the 
reader. 

Reading 3 Retrieve, record 
and present 
information from 
non-fiction. 
 

Title: Facts about the Chihuahuan Desert 
 
Use a range of online sources to find more information about The 
Chihuahua Desert. Write a list of interesting facts. You may wish to 
include examples of native animals and plants, climate and population. 
 
Write your facts in your red book. 
 

You will need to use the internet 
to find our information 

https://www.worldw
ildlife.org/places/chi
huahuan-desert 
 

Reading 4 Summarise the 
main ideas drawn 
from more than 
one paragraph, 
identifying key 
details that support 
the main ideas. 

Read the knowledge organiser for Term 5, ‘Hola Mexico’. With someone 
at home, discuss what you already know about Mexico and what you 
would like to find out. Look closely at the new vocabulary and talk about 
the new words.  
 
You might like to write a list of questions in your red book. 

Find ‘Hola Mexico Knowledge 
Organiser’ on the school website 

Hola Mexico 
Knowledge 
Organiser PDF 

Literacy 1 Describe settings, 
characters and 
atmosphere using 
well-chosen 
vocabulary 

Imagine you have been sent to the Chihuahuan Desert in Mexico to dig 
holes.  

In your red book, draft a paragraph to describe the setting, including how 
you feel about being there. Consider what hardships you would face and 
describe these. 

-Use the ideas from Reading 
lesson 1 to help you 

 

Literacy 2 Evaluate and edit. 
Write legibly, 
fluently and with 
increasing speed. 

 

Title: Desert Description 

Reread, edit and improve yesterday’s descriptive writing. You might 
choose to read your work aloud to someone at home and discuss 
improvements you could make to create a vivid image in the listener’s 
head.  

Once you are happy, write up your paragraph in your purple lined book. 
You might choose to decorate your work.  

If you’re feeling brave, read your 
work aloud to someone at home 
for suggestions. 

 

 

Literacy 3 Describe settings 
and atmosphere 
using well-chosen 
vocabulary. 

Draft a descriptive free verse poem about the desert using your word 
banks and ideas in your red books. Read your work aloud as you work, 
experimenting with words and phrases to make your poems flow well 
and create vivid images of the desert 

Note: Free verse is one of the 
simplest but most difficult type of 
poetry to write! It doesn’t follow 
a definite form, so children can 
create a piece that is beautiful 
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and meaningful without specific 
guidelines about rhyme or rules. 

Literacy 4 Evaluate and edit. 
Write legibly, 
fluently and with 
increasing speed. 

 

Title: Desert Poem 

Reread, edit and spell-check yesterday’s desert poetry. You might choose 
to ask someone at home to help you with more difficult spellings, or you 
might choose to use an online diction to help you. Once you are happy, 
write up your poem in your purple lined book and decorate. 

Remember: Poems are set out 
differently to normal writing. 
Think about starting each line 
with a capital letter. 

 

 

Numeracy 1 Begin to use ratio 
language 

Title: Using Ratio Language 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-6/ 
 
Complete lesson 1: Using ratio language 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your 
squared book. 
 
Mark your work using the ‘Get the answers’ section. 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
 

Numeracy 2 Use Ratio and 
Fractions 

Title: Ratio and Fractions 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-6/ 
 
Complete lesson 2: Ratio and Fractions 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your 
squared book. 
 
Mark your work using the ‘Get the answers’ section. 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
 

Numeracy 3 Use the ratio 
symbol 

Title: Introducing the ratio symbol 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-6/ 
 
Complete lesson 1: Introducing the ratio symbol 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your 
squared book. 
 
Mark your work using the ‘Get the answers’ section. 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
 

Numeracy 4 Calculate ratio Title: Calculating Ratio 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-6/ 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
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Complete lesson 1: Calculating ratio 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your 
squared book. 
 
Mark your work using the ‘Get the answers’ section. 

 

Numeracy 5 Use scale factors Title: Using Scale Factors 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-6/ 
 
Complete lesson 1: Using scale factors 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your 
squared book. 
 
Mark your work using the ‘Get the answers’ section. 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
 

Science  Classify living 
organisms 

Title: Classifying Organisms 
 
Choose one of the following habitats: The Galapagos, Chihuahuan Desert, 
Antarctica, Christmas Island, Great Barrier Reef. 
 
Find 10-20 plants or animals that live in in that habitat and classify the 
organisms into the correct group: 
 
Mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish, insects, arachnids, annelids, 
echinoderms, crustaceans, molluscs, flowing plants, non-flowering plants. 
 
Present your learning in your purple lined book. 

Note: There are many websites 
and online learning resources 
that can help teach this lesson. 
Check out BBC Bitesize for more 
information on living organisms. 

https://www.bbc.co.
uk/bitesize/clips/ztb
w2p3 

Geography Identify the 
position and 
significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn. 

Title: Sketch Map of Mexico 
 
Use world maps and satellite images to locate Mexico, identifying which 
hemisphere it is in, its location in relation to the equator, and its 
surrounding countries. Once found, draw a sketch map of the country in 
your purple lined book, showing aspects of its human and physical 
geography, including major cities, surrounding seas, mountain ranges, 
airports, and tourist resorts. 
 

Note: Sketch maps are roughly 
drawn maps that only show basic 
detail. They are drawn from 
observation and do not need to 
show exact measurements. 
 
You will need to use the internet 
or an atlas to draw your sketch 
map. 
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Geography Find the position of 
different 
geographical areas 
and features; build 
their knowledge of 
the UK and the 
wider world. 

Title: Chihuahuan Desert Animals 
 
Learn about animals that live in the Chihuahuan Desert. Use online 
sources to find out facts about desert animals and create a fact file in 
your purple lined book. Examples include Prairie dog, Kit fox, Mule deer, 
Pronghorn and Blacktailed jackrabbits. Think about how these animals 
differ to animals we see in the UK and why that might be. 

You will need to use the internet 
for this lesson 

https://www.worldw
ildlife.org/places/chi
huahuan-desert 
 
https://wwf.panda.o
rg/knowledge_hub/
where_we_work/chi
huahuan_desert/ 

Music Play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using 
their voices with 
increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and 
expression. 

Learn a traditional Mexican song such as the La Cucaracha, using Spanish 
lyrics where possible. Use the words online to learn and practice, 
covering up lines and saying aloud to learn and check. Over time, learn 
the whole song. 
 
 

This is a great lesson to do as a 
family! 

Useful link: 
https://www.mamali
sa.com/?t=es&p=323
0&c=71 
 

 

Spellings to learn this week: 

1. Spacious  
2. Precious 
3. Ferocious 
4. Malicious 
5. Ambitious 
6. Infectious 
7. Anxious 
8. Cautious 
9. Delicious 
10. Nutritious 

Other possible activities: 

Don’t forget to complete something on your challenge sheet! 
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