
 

 

 

 

 

School Closure Learning Planner 

 

Class: Year 6 – Ebony and Ivory 

Week beginning: 27th April 2020 

A message from my teacher: 

Hello Year 6!  
 
Thank you to those of you that have sent us pictures of what you’re getting up to on Twitter and examples of your work to our class emails. It has been lovely to see how 
much pride you are still taking- keep up the good work! Remember, our class email addresses are ebony@queenborough.kent.sch.uk and 
ivory@queenborough.kent.sch.uk 
 
This week’s learning focuses Mexican History: The Maya (also referred to as The Mayans).  Maya were people who made their home in an area known as Mesoamerica – 
now modern day Mexico and Central America, around 3000 years ago. We hope you enjoy learning some of the Maya legends and have a go at some Maya Art.  
 
Mrs Ash and Mrs Dewey 

 

Subject: Learning Objective: Activity: Guidance: Key resources: 

Reading 1 Check that the 
book makes sense 
to them, discussing 
their 
understanding and 
exploring the 
meaning of words 
in context. 

Complete this lesson before completely Literacy Lesson 1 
 
Read, ‘The Legend of the Uxmal Dwarf’ – a copy of this can be found on the 
school website. Familiarise yourself with the story as you will be retelling the 
story in future lessons.  
 
In the story, these will be a few words with which you are less familiar. In your 
red books, create a definition for these words that can be found in the text: 

 Who was unable to conceive children 

 Hid it in a little nook in her house 

 Diligently, she checked the egg 

 He suddenly ceased growing 

 A well-known Maya prophecy 

 With strenuous effort 

 You must construct a house 

Find ‘The Legend of the 
Uxmal Dwarf’ on the school 
website 

The Legend of the 
Uxmal Dwarf PDF 
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 Until one of us triumphs 

 The victor of the battle 

Reading 2 Perform their own 
compositions, 
using appropriate 
intonation, volume, 
and movement so 
that meaning is 
clear. 

Complete this lesson after completing Literacy Lesson 2 
 
Once you have finished writing your comic strip in Literacy, make sure that it 
reads well and is in the correct order. Invite a member of your family, younger 
sibling, cousin or friend to hear your story read aloud. This would be nice 
thing to do over FaceTime or Skype if you are unable to see anyone in person. 
 

Note: Take a photo or screen 
shot to show when you have 
done this! 

 

Reading 3 Retrieve, record 
and present 
information from 
non-fiction. 
 

If you have access to the internet, search online for images of the ancient 
temples and pyramids built at Uxmal, Mexico. The Pyramid of the Magician 
(Pirámide del Adivino) is a step pyramid in the ancient city of Uxmal. The 
structure, also known as the Pyramid of the Dwarf, Casa el Adivino, and the 
Pyramid of the Soothsayer, is the tallest and most recognizable structure in 
Uxmal. 
 
You might like to make extra notes in your red book to add your knowledge of 
The Legend of the Uxmal Dwarf. 

Note: You will need to use 
the internet to find our 
information 

https://www.worldw
ildlife.org/places/chi
huahuan-desert 
 

Reading 4 Recommend books 
and give reasons 
for their choices 

Title: Book Review/ Book Advert 
 
Think of a book you have read recently. Either plan and write a short book 
review or create a short advert for the book. 
 
Include the following: 

 A brief overview of the plot 

 A description of one of the main characters 

 A part you enjoyed 

 Links to other books or films 
 
You can present your review/advert in which ever form you like. You can 
choose whether to write this in your purple book or red book. 

Note: If you want to, you 
might like to include a 
drawing of one of the 
characters, or picture of the 
front cover.  

 

Literacy 1 Plan their writing. 

Note and develop 
initial ideas, 
drawing on reading 
and research 
where necessary. 

Complete this lesson after Reading Lesson 1 

Title: The Legend of the Uxmal Dwarf 

In Reading lesson 1, you read the legend of The Uxmal Dwarf. Start by 
retelling the legend to someone in your house – can you retell it clearly so 

Note: As always, if you 
would like to draft your 
writing in your red lined 
book first, that would be 
great. You can always have 
someone read through it to 
make sure it makes sense. 
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that they understand the story? 

In your purple book, use a comic strip format to tell the legend of the Uxmal 
dwarf (we have drawn comic strips before – make sure you use a ruler and 
think about spacing). Decide whether to tell it in six or eight parts and 
consider what each frame will show.  

Imagine you are producing your story for an audience of younger children, 
thinking about ways to simplify the story. Today, just focus on the writing and 
you can produce the pictures tomorrow. Remember: you looked at some of 
the vocabulary used in the legend – can you use that vocabulary in your own 
retelling? 

Literacy 2 Evaluate and edit. 
Write legibly, 
fluently and with 
increasing speed. 

Reread yesterday’s comic book strip writing to check your story makes sense 
and includes the important parts of The Legend of the Uxmal Dwarf. Once you 
are happy with what you have written, draw and colour comic book-style 
illustrations. Decide whether they would like to include speech and thought 
bubbles as part of your illustrations.  

Note: After you have 
completed this lesson, move 
on to Reading Lesson 2 

 

 

Literacy 3 Retrieve, record 
and present a 
range of relevant 
information from 
fiction and non-
fiction texts, 
focusing on the 
evidence from the 
text. 

Title: Maya Deities 
 
Religion and belief were central to Maya culture – pleasing their gods was a 
crucial part of everyday life! Maya worshipped many different deities (Gods) 
and each deity had different attributes (qualities or characteristics) 
 
Look at the resource, ‘Ancient Maya Deities’ on the school website. Use this to 
find out about Itzamna, chief ruler of the heaven, day and night; Ixchel, his 
wife – goddess of fertility, pregnancy and birth; Ah Puch, god of death and 
destruction; Cizin or Kisin, the ‘stinking one’ – another death god; and Kinich 
Ahau, the sun god.  
 
In your purple lined book, draw a picture of your favourite god or goddess and 
write a short character study, describing their attributes and explaining why 
they were so important to the Maya beliefs. 

Find ‘Ancient Maya Deities’ 
on the school website 

 

Literacy 4 Identify the 
audience for and 
purpose of the 
writing, selecting 
the appropriate 
form and using 

Title: My Maya Deity 

Yesterday you looked at a few Maya deities and learnt about their 
characteristics. Your challenge is to create your own Maya-inspired deity. 
Consider what will make them recognisable; what they are the god of; what 
they are drawn wearing or holding; if they have a nickname; and if they might 

Find ‘Ancient Maya Deities’ 
on the school website to get 
inspiration for your own 
deity. 

Note: You might do a deity 

 



other similar 
writing as models 
for their own. 

be associated with a particular legend. 

Draw your deity in your purple book, come up with a Maya name for it 
(perhaps you can write the name in ‘glyphs’- the ancient Maya writing system) 
and write your own short character study underneath. 

of sport, a deity of art or 
even a deity of gaming! 

Numeracy 1 Read, write, order 
and compare 
numbers with up to 
three decimal 
places. 

Maths this week will be revision from Year 5 
 
Title: Decimals With 2 Decimal Places 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/  
 
Complete lesson 1: Decimals up to 2 dp 
 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your squared 
book. 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 
 
If you’re adding decimals 
remember to use this layout: 

 
This applies particularly to 

Question 5 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
 

Numeracy 2 Read, write, order 
and compare 
numbers with up to 
three decimal 
places. 

Title: Decimals As Fractions 1  
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/  
 
Complete lesson 2: Decimals as fractions (1) 
 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your squared 
book. 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 
 
Don’t forget that the 
inequality symbols are < and 
> 
 
< means less than  
> means greater than 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
 

Numeracy 3 Read, write, order 
and compare 
numbers with up to 
three decimal 
places. 

Title: Decimals As Fractions 2 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/  
 
Complete lesson 3: Decimals as fractions (2) 
 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your squared 
book. 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
 

Numeracy 4 Recognise and use 
thousandths and 
relate them to 
tenths, hundredths 
and decimal 
equivalents. 

Title: Understanding Thousandths 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/  
 
Complete lesson 4: Understand thousandths 
 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 
 
When completing the table 
in Question 6 make sure that 
you use the completed 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
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Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your squared 
book. 

example in the first row to 
help you understand what 
you need to do. 

Numeracy 5 Recognise and use 
thousandths and 
relate them to 
tenths, hundredths 
and decimal 
equivalents. 

Title: Thousandths As Decimals 
 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/  
 
Complete lesson 5: Thousandths as decimals 
 
Watch the video then complete the ‘Get the activity’ section in your squared 
book. 

You must use the link to 
complete this Maths lesson 
 
If a column in the place value 
grids is blank, remember to 
put a ‘zero’ to hold the place 
value. 

https://whiterosema
ths.com/homelearni
ng/year-6/ 
 

Science Use the idea that 
light travels in 
straight lines to 
explain why 
shadows have the 
same shape as the 
objects that cast 
them. 

Note: you might like to watching this video on BBC Bitesize before completing 
this lesson: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z6fnvcw 

Observe a range of shadows and identify the objects that create them. Discuss 
why shadows are the shape they are. Using a bright LED torch, conduct an 
investigation to explore patterns in the size and shape of an object’s shadow, 
recording results in a spreadsheet. Predict other values using the data 
collected. 

Note: A shadow appears when an object blocks the passage of light. Apart 
from some distortion or fuzziness at the edges, shadows are the same shape 
as the object. The distortion or fuzziness depends on the position or type of 
light source. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bites
ize/clips/z6fnvcw 

 

Computing Select, use and 
combine a variety 
of software, 
including internet 
services, to meet a 
goal.  

Use the web to find out more about the ancient Maya writing system. Find, 
cut and paste examples of the Maya ‘glyphs’ into a Word document. Divide 
their name into Maya syllables by finding them in a syllabary chart. 

Note: Glyphs are the writing of the ancient Maya. The Maya were one of only 
three civilisations that invented a complete system of writing. Although until 
relatively recently, the glyphs were not understood; now the ‘Maya code’ has 
largely been broken and it is possible to understand much of what was written 
on temples, monuments, stelae and other objects made by the ancient Maya. 

https://www.omniglot.com/
writing/mayan.htm 

 

Music Listen to and 
comment on a 
wide range of 
genres and musical 
styles using a broad 

Listen to an example of Maya music. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9Ghbm3defc  

How does the music make you feel? What emotions does it provoke? Create 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=l9Ghbm3defc 
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musical vocabulary. glyphs to symbolise the instrument and its sounds.  

Tomorrow you will think about making your own simple wind instrument. Use 
the web to research wind instruments, including what they look like and how 
they are played. 

         
Design 
Technology 

Use a wider range 
of materials and 
components 
according to their 
functional 
properties and 
aesthetic qualities. 

Make a simple wind instrument out of junk materials, such as card, empty 
plastic bottles, straws and cutting tools. If you make these as a family, play 
your instruments as a group to see who can make the loudest, highest and 
longest sounds. 

You might like to take a picture of your instrument for Twitter or email it to 
your class email. 

  

 

Spellings to learn this week: 

1. Mischief 
2. Piece 
3. Achieve 
4. Hygiene 
5. Perceive 
6. Deceit 
7. Conceited 
8. Conceive 
9. Deity 
10. Deities 

Other possible activities: 

Don’t forget to complete something on your challenge sheet! 

 


