
 

 

 

 

School Closure Learning Planner 

 

Class: Nursery  

Week beginning: 11th May 

A message from my teacher: 

Hello Gruffalos, Elmers, Rainbow Fish, Hungry Caterpillars and Handa’s Surprise,  

 

We hope you have been enjoying our theme ‘How many colours in a rainbow?”  If you have made a rainbow for your window or in any form please can 

you send us a picture on Tapestry as we would love to put them together in a collage for Twitter.  Next week we will be providing you with planning 

for ‘Our local area’ as part of a whole school project. Now would be a great time to recap on meanings of the following words: Art, pattern, chalk, 

colourful, paint and mix to help round off this theme. 

 

We are missing you all lots and we want to say a big thank you for your continuing support, remember these activities are only suggestions and are for 

you to use as you wish.   

Best Wishes, 

 

Mrs Austin, Mrs Tomlin, Mrs Philo, Miss Payne, Miss Alford, Miss Watton and Miss May 

 

Subject Links to 

Development 

Matters: 

Activity: Parental guidance: Key resources: 

Personal Social  

and Emotional 

Development 

(Prime Area) 

Begins to accept 

the needs of 

others and can 

take turns and 

share resources, 

sometimes with 

support from 

others. 

Noughts and crosses 

Draw a grid of 3 x 3 and 

explain to the children 

how to play noughts and 

crosses. Explain they 

would need to get three 

crosses/noughts in a row 

but have to play the 

game in turns. 

 

 

Adult will need to draw grid in the beginning. Really 

praise children for taking turns and being patient. 

Also encourage children to praise each other during 

the game to encourage sportsmanship.  

Pens 

Paper 



Physical 

Development 

(Prime Area) 

Draws lines and 

circles using 

gross motor 

movements. 

 

Can copy some 

letters, e.g. 

letters from 

their name 

Rainbow Rice Writing. 

Once your child has made their rainbow 

rice (see row below) and had a chance to 

explore the rainbow rice they have made, 

encourage them to make marks in it using 

either their finger or a paint brush.  

This is a fun way of letting your child practice 

their mark making skills. Encourage them to make 

marks such as circles, horizontal and vertical lines. 

Once confident at making these marks 

demonstrate how to do the initial letter in the 

name, continue this until they have practised all the 

letters in their name. 

Rainbow rice, tray and a 

paint brush  

Communication and 

Language 

(Prime Area) 

 

Beginning to use 

more complex 

sentences to link 

thoughts. 

Rainbow Rice 

Fill a Tuff Tub or sand tray with dry 

white rice. Allow your child to play with 

the rice and enjoy its texture. Explain 

to your child that the rice would be 

more exciting if it were all the colours 

of the rainbow and that they are going to make this 

happen. Instructions for making rainbow rice are provided.   

 

During this Innovate stage your child will: 

• play with and explore sensory materials 

• make choices about which colours to use 

• stir, pour, mix, squish and scoop using their hands 

and other tools 

• make changes to materials 

 

You will need: 

• dry white rice 

• food dye in the 

colours of the rainbow 

• zip-lock bags 

• Tuff Tub or sand tray 

• muffin tins, colanders, 

spoons and plastic 

bottles 

 

Understanding the 

World 

(Specific Area) 

 

Can talk about 

some of the 

things they have 

observed such as 

plants, animals, 

natural and found 

objects 

Minibeast hunt 

Tell the children that they are going on a minibeast hunt 

using the ticksheet. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/48349/minibeast

-hunt.pdf 

 

Encourage the children to look at the tick sheet. What do 

they notice? Talk about the difference between the 

minibeasts for example some minibeasts have wings, others 

have legs etc. You can also discuss what they look like and 

their colours. Talk to children about the importance of 

being gentle with them.  

Encourage children to use their best detective 

skills to track creatures down: 

 Peek under large stones and logs to find 

woodland and millipedes. 

 Peer into the cracks in tree bark and 

deadwood to find beetles and spiders. 

 Poke your nose into long grass to see ants 

and grasshoppers. 

 Look closely at leaves to discover 

caterpillars and ladybirds. 

 Keep your eyes peeled after rain – can you 

spot slugs, snails and worms. 

Lots of creepy crawlies live in trees and shrubs. 

Lay a piece of white cloth, such as an old sheet or 

pillow case, under a tree or bush and gently shake 

the branches. You’ll be surprised how many tiny 

https://www.woodlandtr

ust.org.uk/media/48349

/minibeast-hunt.pdf 

https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/school/27/download/2017-colour_inn_rainbow_rice?token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpc3MiOiJodHRwczpcL1wvbWFlc3Ryby5jb3JuZXJzdG9uZXNlZHVjYXRpb24uY28udWtcL2FwaVwvYXV0aFwvbG9naW4iLCJpYXQiOjE1ODUxMzkwODUsImV4cCI6MTYwMDY5MTA4NSwibmJmIjoxNTg1MTM5MDg1LCJqdGkiOiJwS1hFODAyRHZMSjVXaGtOIiwic3ViIjo2MjcxLCJwcnYiOiI4N2UwYWYxZWY5ZmQxNTgxMmZkZWM5NzE1M2ExNGUwYjA0NzU0NmFhIiwia2V5IjoiS2xmQjB1RkZ6dmIwSHpablF5eGlJNmZ4NEY4czc1RjRwMGhuRnNMSmdKa2R6NUFsd3kifQ.tzJYTZOWRNGUP9P_2sRG5a4HBEz5krERu51uUSTXdVw
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/48349/minibeast-hunt.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/48349/minibeast-hunt.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/48349/minibeast-hunt.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/48349/minibeast-hunt.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/48349/minibeast-hunt.pdf


creatures fall out. 

Remember – bugs are very tiny, so be careful if you 

pick them up and always put them back where you 

found them. 

 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

(Specific Area) 

Beginning to be 

interested in and 

describe the 

texture of 

things. 

 

Rainbow Fruit Kebabs 

Rainbow fruit kebabs are a fantastic and colourful way to 

get children excited about eating fruit! Can you have a go 

at making a fruit kebab? 

 

This is a great chance to talk about healthy eating 

and discuss the textures of the different fruit or 

even vegetables if you prefer. 

Strawberries. oranges, 

bananas, apples, 

blueberries, grapes etc 

Literacy 

(Specific Area) 

 

Sometimes gives 

meaning to marks 

as they draw and 

paint. 

Monsters Love Colours  

Share the story Monsters Love Colours by Mike Austin. 

Highlight what happens as the monsters scribble on the 

pages and the colours mix. Then offer your child the 

chance to do the same, just like the monsters! Offer 

sheets of paper and a range of coloured chalks, pencils, 

crayons and marker pens.  

 

Allow your child to make ‘scribbles’ on the paper 

and observe what happens as the colours mix. 

Encourage them to try and add other recognisable 

marks including letters, numbers or their name. 

https://youtu.be/pfXAI

W2tXu8 

Sheets of paper and a 

range of coloured 

chalks, pencils, crayons 

and marker pens. 

Mathematics 

(Specific Area) 

 

Knows that 

numbers identify 

how many objects 

are in a set. 

Straw pick up game.  

Here’s a fun game children can set up themselves. Simply 

cut out (roughly 1 inch) squares of various coloured paper, 

spread on a table or the floor and use silicone straws to 

have each player pick up their colour squares. The person 

to collect the most squares in a minute wins! 

Play the game with your child and their siblings. 

Set a timer of one minute on your phone or use an 

egg timer. Encourage your child to count how many 

pieces of paper they have collected in their bowl 

and work out who has collected the most.  

https://youtu.be/26bz

m2W8-rY 

Coloured paper, 

scissors, straws, bowls. 

Phonics 1  Shows interest in 

play with sounds, 

songs and 

rhymes. 

Body Percussion 

Play follow the leader with your family. One person chooses 

some body percussion (for example patting their knees, 

clapping their hands or clicking their fingers). The rest of 

the family have to copy them. Take it in turns to be the 

N/A N/A 

https://youtu.be/pfXAIW2tXu8
https://youtu.be/pfXAIW2tXu8
https://youtu.be/26bzm2W8-rY
https://youtu.be/26bzm2W8-rY


leader. 

Phonics 2 Uses language as 

a powerful means 

of widening 

contacts, sharing 

feelings, 

experiences and 

thoughts. 

 

What’s in the bag?                                                       

Fill a cloth bag or pillowcase with objects from around the 

house or garden -things that are safe for children to hold. 

Let your child describe what they can feel and guess what 

the objects are - no peeking! 

 

Help your child to understand hard, soft, smooth, 

rough, warm, cold, round, flat, lumpy and lots more! 

Take turns at describing and guessing! 

 

cloth bag or pillowcase, 

objects from around 

the house or garden  

Other possible activities: 
Why not try these! 

Why not keep plastic bottles so you can play a game of skittles? 

Number the bottles 

Keep old cardboxes to create junk models 

Everyday things to do: 

Talking about the weather, the date and day. 

Getting dressed. Can they get dressed all by themselves? 

Helping prepare breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Counting. Encourage your child to count Can they count going up the 

stairs, down the stairs. 

Tidying up! All of your children are very good at tidying up so make sure 

they are helping to do this at home as well. Here’s a link to our count 

down mission impossible music! https://youtu.be/K4Ik18QswHo 

Don’t forget some daily exercise! The children will be familiar with Carl 

Tracey who has his own youtube channel Mr Move it! 

https://youtu.be/nLpdHNSQVb8 

Why not try P.E with Joe every weekday form 9 am 

https://youtu.be/K6r99N3kXME 

 

Play! It’s really important for your child to have fun and play. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/K4Ik18QswHo
https://youtu.be/nLpdHNSQVb8
https://youtu.be/K6r99N3kXME

