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This period of music refers to music and composers between roughly 1750 and 1827.  
Classical music followed the Baroque period.  

Classical Romantic



The Instruments of Classical Music
The piano was used more in classical composition, rather than the 
harpsichord from the Baroque era. 

The number of instruments in the orchestra grew. Previously, in the 
Baroque period, the orchestra was mainly made up of string instruments, 
however during the Classical period, a larger range of woodwind 
instruments were included. Examples of these are
the clarinet, horn, oboe and bassoon.

Listen to the following famous pieces and see if you can pick 
out the different instruments:

• Horn Concerto No.4 in E Flat by Mozart 
• Clarinet Concerto by Mozart
• Bassoon Concerto in B Flat Major by Mozart
• Beethoven’s Für Elise
• Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata 

Für Elise means ‘For Elise’.  
Nobody knows exactly who 

this person was but she 
must have been special for 
Beethoven to compose a 

whole piece of music in her 
name.



Classical Composers
Famous composers from this period include:

Ludwig van 
Beethoven

Joseph Bologne, 
Chevalier de 

Saint-Georges

Joseph 
Haydn

Wolfgang 
Amadeus 
Mozart



Ludwig van Beethoven

Born: 
December 1770

Died:
26th March 1827



Ludwig van Beethoven
Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Germany.  His father was a singer 
and Beethoven’s first teacher.  As a boy, Ludwig became a travelling 
performer and was very successful. By the age of 12, Beethoven had 
composed his first pieces of music which were played on the piano.  

sonatas – a piece of music for one instrument. 
symphonies – a piece of music composed for an orchestra, usually made up 
of three or four different sections (known as ‘movements’).

Beethoven composed one opera and many 
sonatas and symphonies.

In 1792, Beethoven moved to Vienna where he 
lived for the rest of his life. He worked 
alongside the composer Haydn and earned a 
reputation as a talented pianist and composer.  



Ludwig van Beethoven
Beethoven composed some of the most well-known classical music and 
you’ve probably heard many of his compositions. In 1802, he wrote his 
Piano Sonata No. 14 which is popularly known as the ‘Moonlight Sonata’. 
His Symphony No. 3 in E♭, known as the 'Eroica', was completed in 
1804. It would become a template for the structure of symphonies in the 
future. The opening notes of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony are one of the 
most recognisable sections of classical music. 

By 1796, Beethoven had begun to lose his 
hearing and it would eventually go 
altogether. Despite this, Beethoven 
composed some of his best work by being 
able to ‘hear’ the music in his head, as well 
as feeling vibrations on a piano. At the end 
of the first performance of his Ninth 
Symphony, Beethoven had to be turned to 
face the audience, as he was unable to hear 
their rapturous applause. 



Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Born: 
27th January 1756 

Died: 
5th December 1791 



Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Mozart was born in Salzburg, Austria. He became known as a child 
prodigy as he was a very gifted composer and musician. He composed 
his first piece of music when he was five years old and wrote his first 
opera at the age of twelve. By the age of six, he was a fantastic violinist 
and pianist. Mozart and his sister Maria travelled all over Europe 
performing for royalty. By the age of 18 he had written 30 symphonies.  

Mozart had an incredible memory. He could listen to a piece of music and 
then write down the very notes that all the instruments had played.  

child prodigy – A child who shows a great talent for something, often at 
a very young age.

Mozart wrote a piece known as ‘Divertimento’ also referred to as ‘A 
Musical Joke’. Many believe that this was written as an intentionally 
clumsy and repetitive piece and possibly to make fun of lazy musicians 
and composers. He also wrote a comical opera, ‘Cosi Fan Tutte’. In 
contrast to this, he also wrote very solemn religious music.



Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Some of Mozart’s most famous works include the opera ‘The Marriage of 
Figaro,’ Serenade No. 13 in G Major, K. 525 known as ‘Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik’ and Sonata No. 22. Mozart died when he was 35 years old, 
while he was in the middle of composing his Reqiuem. A Requiem is a 
piece of music written for a funeral or memorial church service.

Mozart‘s music has been used in many 
films, television shows and adverts.

Exactly 250 years after his birth, bells 
were rung in his birthplace. There is also 
a monument to commemorate Mozart 
there and an annual music festival held 
in his honour.



Joseph Bologne, 
Chevalier de Saint-Georges

Born: 
25th December 1745

Died: 
10th June 1799 



Joseph Bologne, 
Chevalier de Saint-Georges

Saint-Georges was born in Guadeloupe in the Caribbean. His father was 
a plantation owner and his mother was one of the enslaved people forced 
to work on the plantation. When he was a teenager, Saint-Georges 
moved to France.

Saint-Georges was a skilled violinist and 
also played the harpsicord. A harpsicord is 
an instrument similar to a piano. It has 
strings and a keyboard. 

Music was not Saint-Georges’ only interest. He graduated from the 
Académie Royale Polytechnique having learned horse riding and fencing 
(sword fighting). He was so good at fencing, he was only beaten a few 
times and earned the nickname ‘The God of Arms.’ Saint-George fought 
in the French Revolution and became a colonel.



Joseph Bologne, 
Chevalier de Saint-Georges

For several years, Saint-Georges was conductor of the Concert des 
Amateurs, an orchestra in Paris.

In 1775, Saint-Georges was considered as the next artistic director of the 
Royal Academy of Music in Paris. However, many musicians from the 
academy protested at the idea of being led by a black person so Saint-
Georges wasn’t given the position.

Saint-Georges composed symphonies, sonatas, operas and concertos. 
Some of his most famous works include Symphony Op. 11 No. 1 in D 
major, Violin Concerto in G major, Quartet No. 3 in F minor.

Saint-Georges was sometimes known as ‘The Black Mozart’. It is rumoured 
that Mozart was jealous of Saint-Georges’ musical ability and based a 
villain in one of his operas on Saint-Georges!

concertos – pieces of music for a solo instrument (or group of 
instruments) accompanied by an orchestra.



Joseph Haydn

Born: 
31st March 1732

Died: 
31st May 1809



Joseph Haydn
Haydn was born in Austria. His father made 
wheels for a living and his mother was a 
cook. From an early age, it was clear Haydn 
had an exceptional singing voice and by the 
age of five he was attending the choir school 
at St Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna. During 
his time at the cathedral, Haydn learnt to 
play the violin and harpsicord.

As Haydn grew older, his voice got deeper and he 
could no longer sing as well as before. After cutting 
off a fellow choir member’s ponytail as a practical 
joke, Haydn was thrown out of the choir when he 
was 16 years old.

Haydn then started making a living as a musician 
and composer, although he struggled to gain 
recognition at first.



Joseph Haydn
Haydn was a prolific composer and created 107 symphonies, 62 piano 
sonatas and 26 operas, as well as many other pieces of music. Some of his 
most well-known pieces include The Seven Last Words of Christ On The 
Cross, Cello Concerto No. 1 and the London Symphonies.

Did You Know?
On a visit to London, Haydn was so moved by hearing the British 
National Anthem that he wrote a patriotic piece of music for Austria. It 
was used as the Austrian National Anthem for some time, although it is 
no longer used. The tune is still used in ‘Deutschlandlied,’ the German 
National Anthem.

Haydn’s Symphony No. 96 became known as the ‘Miracle Symphony’. 
During the first performance of the piece, a huge chandelier fell from the 
ceiling and it was considered miraculous that no one was injured.



Features of Classical music
Classical music is seen as being more melodic and tuneful - something 
you could hum along with. Listen to the following famous examples and 
see if you recognise them:

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik by Mozart

Symphony No.5 in C Minor by Beethoven 

http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Advent_Chamber_Orchestra/Selections_from_the_2005-2006_Season/Advent_Chamber_Orchestra_-_04_-_Mozart_-_A_Little_Night_Music_allegro
https://soundcloud.com/emiclassicsus/beethoven-symphony-no-5-in-c-1
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True or False?

Beethoven was born in Austria.



true

True or False?

Haydn was kicked out of choir school for cutting someone’s hair.



false

True or False?

Beethoven composed his first piece at the age of five. 
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True or False?

Mozart was seen as a child prodigy. 
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True or False?

Saint-Georges was sometimes known as ‘The Black Mozart’.



false

True or False?

Mozart lived to a very old age.



true

True or False?

Saint-Georges was an expert sword fighter.



true

True or False?

Beethoven wrote music for string quartets. 
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