
Victorian Social Classes

LESSON 4



Yesterday you thought of ideas to help you with 
today’s writing – Waking up in a middle class 

Victorian home

Let’s share our ideas:

1) What might 

you hear when 

you wake up?

2) How would 

you feel today as 

you lay in bed?

3) Where are you 

going today?

4) Who/what do you 

think about that 

makes you get up?

5) What do you wish for

today or in the future as 

a middle class child? 

Rights for women? More 

equality?

We’ll use these ideas to help us write today



Paragraph 1

The gentle creak of the bedroom door opening stirred me 

awake. From the sound of Lucy entering the room, I knew it 

must be almost time to get up. Lucy was such a kind lady, 

and I often wondered what time she had to get up in order to 

get to our house so early. Bright sunlight from the newly 

opened curtains only forced my eyes to close further but she 

was right, I had a busy day ahead of me. 

Use adjectives 

and verbs that 

make the 

morning sound 

peaceful and 

calm

Use adjectives 

and verbs that 

make the 

morning sound 

peaceful and 

calm

Making the weather 

nice outside makes 

your reader think 

everything is well



Paragraph 2

From the murmuring downstairs, I could tell that Mother was already in the 

parlour, ensuring Henry was ready and presentable for school no doubt 

(after all, it was his first day at Eton). Had anyone ever considered that 

young ladies might also like to attend public schools? They wouldn’t listen 

to our suggestions anyway. 

Here you might reference 

other people in your family 

and what they might do 

today

Use subject specific 

vocabulary to make 

your writing sound 

authentic (real)

You might choose to mention middle 

class problems too – such as women’s 

rights, being sent to boarding school or 

many children not seeing their fathers 

much



Paragraph 3

Father would already be at work by now, so I shouldn’t see him until 

teatime tonight; Lucy had promised us an extra special meal tonight, to 

celebrate Henry’s first day: rabbit pie! Reluctantly, I rose to my feet, feeling 

the warmth of the rug beneath me, and the small fireplace by my desk. 

The governess would be here soon and she did not tolerate laziness.

Talking about things that would 

only be in a Middle class home 

will make your writing sound 

authentic

Although life would have been much 

easier for middle class children. They 

were still supposed to be ‘seen and not 

heard’ and life was strict for them



Your task: write a morning diary entry from the 

point of view of a middle class child

The gentle creak of the bedroom door opening stirred me awake. 

From the sound of Lucy entering the room, I knew it must be almost 

time to get up. Lucy was such a kind lady, and I often wondered 

what time she had to get up in order to get to our house so early. 

Bright sunlight from the newly opened curtains only forced my eyes 

to close further but she was right, I had a busy day ahead of me. 

From the murmuring downstairs, I could tell that Mother was already 

in the parlour, ensuring Henry was ready and presentable for school 

no doubt (after all, it was his first day at Eton). Had anyone ever 

considered that young ladies might also like to attend public 

schools? They wouldn’t listen to our suggestions anyway. 

Father would already be at work by now, so I shouldn’t see him until 

teatime tonight; Lucy had promised us an extra special meal tonight, 

to celebrate Henry’s first day: rabbit pie! Reluctantly, I rose to my 

feet, feeling the warmth of the rug beneath me, and the small 

fireplace by my desk. The governess would be here soon and she 

did not tolerate laziness.

1) What might you 

hear when you wake 

up?

2) How would you feel 

today as 

you lay in bed?

3) Where are you 

going today?

4) Who/what do you think 

about that makes you get 

up?

5) What do you wish for

today or in the future as a 

middle class child? 

Rights for women? More 

equality?


