
Preparing to say 
goodbye, 

September 1939



What do you know 
about evacuation?



  

Where in London are 

you being evacuated 

from? 

Children and vulnerable 
adults from major cities 
across Britain were 
evacuated to safer areas in 
the English countryside and 
abroad.

Where will you be 
evacuated from?



It’s time to create  
your label

You will need to think of a 

suitable name, birthday and

area from which to be 

evacuated.

At this point in time, children would still not know where they 
were headed.



Here are the most 
popular children’s 
names in wartime 
Britain. 

If you were 10 or 11 
years old in 1939, 
when would you 
have been born?

Think of a suitable 
birthday for yourself. 



Do you think you would be 
able to take everything you 
wanted to?

Parents would have to pack a suitcase 
with the essentials, there would have only 
been room for one or two personal or 
sentimental items - so children would 
have to pick wisely. They would also need 
some rations for the journey as it could 
be many hours before they arrived.



Arriving at the 
station



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jSsk3Nt
MLo

People expected cities to be 
bombed, as enemy planes tried to 
destroy factories. But bombs 
would hit homes and schools too, 
so children would be in danger. 
The government tried at the start 
of the war to 'empty the cities' of 
children and mothers, This was 
'evacuation', to protect them from 
air raids.
The plan was put into action in 
September 1939. About 800,000 
children left their homes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jSsk3NtMLo


Now you’ve arrived at the station, you are being separated onto trains with 
different destinations. You have to say your final goodbyes to friends and 

family before leaving for an unknown period of time. 
Brainstorm your reactions. Where are you headed?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPs8hbks
Og8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPs8hbksOg8


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voUe1W
FBD9Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voUe1WFBD9Q


An evacuation journey often began with a walk to school. Then it was off in buses to 
the station, where special trains were waiting. It was quite exciting, but most children 
felt sad as they waved goodbye to their mothers and the steam train puffed away.

Every evacuee had a gas mask, food for the journey (such as sandwiches, apples, 
chocolate) and a small bag for washing things and clothes. Often the journey took 
several hours.



Your Literacy task:

What might be in an 
evacuee’s suitcase?
Find the blank suitcase 
in your pack. You can 
only take a few 
essentials and a couple 
of keepsakes to 
remember home.
Don’t forget to include 
some food for the 
journey too!

Draw and label the 
items in your suitcase 
with an explanation of 
why you had included 
them.



This afternoon:

• Draw and label your own evacuee suitcase in your plain books.
• Add your evacuee label to make it look authentic
• This carefully about the items you pack, considering what 

would have been available in 1939

Then:

• Look at the evacuation pictures. What is happening in each 
one? What would the children be thinking and feeling?



Evacuees went to live with host 
families. Their new homes were 
called 'billets'. 'Billeting officers' 
arranged for people to look after 
the children. Things did not 
always go to plan. Some children 
ended up in the wrong places. 
Sometimes evacuees just stood 
in a line, and local people picked 
which children to take.

A smaller number of children 
(perhaps 10,000) went to other 
countries such as Canada, 
Australia and the United States.

What do you think is 
in their boxes?



Though evacuees missed their 
homes, many enjoyed the 
country. Country life was full of 
surprises. Some city children had 
never seen a cow, and were 
startled to see where milk came 
from. Seeing carrots growing in 
muddy fields, one child said in 
disgust 'ours come in tins'.

Locals and evacuees went to school and played 
together. Most became friends, though local 
children sometimes said it was unfair when the 
'townies' were given sweets and parties!

Decide what is happening in each picture and 
write a brief explanation to show off 
your knowledge of evacuation during World 
War 2.


