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Curriculum Intent Statement 

Updated July 2021 

Introduction: 

At Queenborough School & Nursery, our curriculum is the means by which we ignite the spark of life-long learning by 

creating resilient, ambitious and inquisitive learners. Our curriculum offer equips children with the knowledge, skills 

and understanding needed to make sense of their own context, as well as providing them with the experiences and 

cultural literacy required to unlock doors to all life's opportunities. 

We are critically aware of the barriers to learning that many of our children face on entry to school and throughout 

their early education and our curriculum offer is deliberately personalised to allow our children to not only reach but 

typically exceed national benchmarks for attainment at the end of each key stage.  

Our curriculum aims: 

Our curriculum has been shaped by first considering what it is that we want for our pupils. Governors and school staff 

are committed to providing a curriculum which: 

 Inspires, excites and captures pupils’ imaginations; 

 Helps pupils to make sense of their own lives, including their roles as members of the school, local and global 

community; 

 Exposes pupils to a broad range of subject disciplines and, critically, how these have shaped and continue to shape 

our lives; 

 Provides rich opportunities across the curriculum to build cultural literacy, particularly within the Arts; 

 Deliberately and strategically builds pupils’ language and communication skills, unlocking the language required 

for academic success; 

 Accelerates pupils from starting points in the core areas of English and Maths so that they leave school with 

attainment exceeding national comparators, providing the best chances of success in the next stage of education. 

How we achieve our curriculum aims: 

The following model depicts how we implement the delivery of our curriculum aims: 
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Whole-school concepts: 

Each term, the curriculum centres around three whole-school concepts which have been 

identified as significant to the development our children. These are reviewed annually 

in order to ensure that they remain relevant to school, local and world events. It is these 

concepts which provide the cross-curricular link between subject disciplines and each 

term teachers determine which disciplines are best suited to the exploration of each 

concept. School leaders ensure that the profile of these concepts remains high through 

weekly assemblies in which children are set concept-specific challenges. It is these 

concepts which shape the enrichment offer for the year.  

For the academic year 2021-22, the following concepts will be explored across the 

school and will determine the content of our taught curriculum:  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 
Community 
Friendship 

Change 

Faith  
Compassion 

Virtue 

Diversity 
Equality 

Authenticity 

Sacrifice 
Forgiveness 
Innovation 

Pride 
Contribution 

Beauty 

Transformation 
Leadership 

Competition 

 

Subject disciplines: 

The content of the taught curriculum is delivered through the subject disciplines as set out 

in the National Curriculum. Our whole-school concepts help us to determine the content 

of the individual subjects and allow us to create meaningful links between subjects, 

whereby pupils can apply knowledge and skills from one subject discipline across the 

curriculum. The Cornerstones thematic projects are used to ensure that we achieve 

progression in knowledge and skills across the curriculum.  

Mathematics is taught discretely using a blend of the school’s personalised approach to 

Mastery with Power Maths resources. Literacy learning is comprised of Reading and 

Writing and these subject have daily timetabled slots as well as pervading all other areas 

of the curriculum. The remaining subject disciplines are grouped into curriculum hubs, as 

follows: 

The Arts   -  Art & Design, Music, Drama 

Hearts and Minds  - PE, PSHE, RE 

Around the World  - History, Geography, French 

Science and Technology              -          Science, Design Technology, Computing 

Over the course of the year, each subject will be delivered using a blend of discrete learning as well through a cross-

curricular approach where meaningful and appropriate links can be made.   

Enrichment Offer: 

The school passionately believes that its enrichment offer plays as significant a role in the development of our children 

as the taught curriculum. Each year, curriculum leaders ensure that a suite of enrichment opportunities take place 

across the subject disciplines, linked to the whole-school concepts. These include: 

 An on-site Forest School; 

 Farm School; 

 Beach School; 

 Performing Arts Weeks,  

 Local History Weeks, 

 Science Week, 

 Workshops from visiting speakers/ experts, 



 Day trips,  

 Residential trips,  
 Theatre visits; 

 Use of specialist facilities of EKC Group FE Colleges; 

 Opportunities for children to gain Arts Award qualifications.  

 

Queenborough School & Nursery is proud to be a member of the EKC Schools Trust which, 

through its partnership with the EKC Group, provides opportunities for our children to benefit 

from specialised facilities available to its six colleges across Kent. Our curriculum offer includes 

opportunities for our children to attend college settings to learn and apply vocational skills 

within real-life environments such as working salons, construction sites and life-sized 

aeroplane interiors. This also provides our children with early exposure to multiple career 

pathways, broadening their horizons beyond the jobs that they might already recognise.    

Specialist Teaching: 

There are certain areas of the taught curriculum which the school identifies as best delivered 

by specialist teachers. The school employs specialist teachers for PE and Drama to deliver 

these areas of the curriculum across the school. The school also 

supplements the Music curriculum through our access to a Ukulele 

teacher via Kent Music. We also have a qualified Forest School 

Leader who delivers these sessions across the school. While these subjects are delivered by 

specialists, all class teachers participate in the sessions as part of their ongoing professional 

development. In Years 5 and 6, in order to prepare the children for secondary school, more of the curriculum subjects 

are delivered by subject specialists including Design Technology, Art, PSHE and French.  

Cornerstones Curriculum Model: 

The Cornerstones curriculum model provides us with a valuable tool across the 

school to ensure that the content of our subject disciplines, particularly in the 

foundation subjects, is knowledge rich and progressive. Teachers and curriculum 

leaders value the rigorous and progressive sequence of knowledge and skills 

provided by this resource. Cornerstones also provides the virtual platform from 

which senior and curriculum leaders can monitor coverage against the National 

Curriculum and progression statements for each subject. Teachers understand that this is just one resource and 

therefore ensure that content is adapted and personalised to the needs of our children, against the whole-school 

concepts.  

 

Fundamental British Values 

At Queenborough School & Nursery, we recognise our critical role in preparing 

children for life in modern Britain. Therefore, we have shaped a curriculum 

model which we feel is underpinned by the Fundamental British Values, as 

follows: 

 Democracy- Constant reinforcement that at Queenborough School & 

Nursery, everyone plays an equal part and has their voice heard. Teaching 

about democracy past and present and how this looks and has looked locally 

and globally. Providing opportunities to participate in democracy, such as 

through School Council, and student elections.  

 Rule of law- Demonstrating that all people and institutions are 

subject to and accountable for their actions and behaviour. Allowing pupils to 

recognise how the school’s behaviour code and its implementation is a small 



scale representation of the rule of law. Using a Restorative Justice approach to managing behavioural incidents so 

that pupils experience a fair and just process of resolution.  

 Individual liberty- Providing a culture which allows pupils to explore their identities safely and securely. Allowing 

pupils the freedom and safety to express their own views and develop the confidence to speak up for their beliefs.  

 Tolerance and respect- Exposing pupils to cultures within and beyond our own community and framing difference 

as exciting and worth celebrating. Modelling respectful interactions between all members of the school 

community.  

These values are threaded through our curriculum and leaders ensure that they are each represented when setting 

the whole-school concepts which determine the content of our taught curriculum. Every adult working within school 

also understands their role in modelling these values in their own personal and professional conduct. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Development (SMSC)  

Queenborough School & Nursery is very proud of the work we do to promote pupils’ social, moral, spiritual and cultural 

development and this was recognised in 2019 when we achieved the Gold SMSC Quality Mark. Staff recognise that 

this, as well as the acquisition of knowledge and skills, is crucial to improving the life chances of our children and 

preparing them for their next stages. Our curriculum has been designed so that it allows our pupils the following 

opportunities:  

 Spiritual- Explore beliefs, experience and faiths, feelings and values; enjoy learning about oneself, others and the 

surrounding world; use imagination and creativity and reflect on experiences. 

 Moral- Recognise right and wrong and respect the law; understand consequences; investigate moral and ethical 

issues and offer reasoned views. 

 Social- Use a range of social skills to participate in the local community and beyond; appreciate diverse viewpoints; 

participate, volunteer and cooperate; resolve conflict. 

 Cultural- Appreciate cultural influences; appreciate the role of Britain’s parliamentary system; participate in 

culture opportunities; understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity. 

Well-being and mental health support 

At Queenborough School & Nursery, we know that pupils need to feel happy, safe and 

healthy in order to thrive across the curriculum and the school invests highly to ensure 

that these basic needs are addressed. Well-being and mental health are explored as 

part of the taught curriculum through both the PSHE programme and through our 

participation in awareness days and events to explore mental health. In addition to 

this, the school also employs two qualified counsellors to provide support in this area 

for children who may require it.  

School language framework 

We recognise the significant impact that early language acquisition has on future attainment and wider life chances 

and note the typically low levels of language presented by our pupils upon entry to the school. Therefore we have 

developed a curriculum which is underpinned by a deliberate and sequential approach to the teaching of language 

across the school. Every term, teachers identify ‘tier two words’ (general academic words from the Academic Word 

List) and ‘tier three words’ (subject specific words linked to the content of the taught curriculum) and ensure that 

sufficient time is dedicated to exploring, investigating and applying these words.  

Building Learning Power 

We believe that it is our responsibility to equip our pupils with the learning behaviours 

required to fully engage with and benefit from the content of our curriculum. We employ 

Guy Claxton’s Building Learning Power model as framework for teaching and discussing 

effective learning habits and this language is embedded consistently across the school. 

Building Learning Power explores the following four learning dispositions (the 4 R’s) and 

their subsequent learning capacities as follows:  



 

 

 

 


